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It  is  doubtful  if  another  section  of  country  in  the  workl  so  closely 
connected  with  the  present  war  shows  as  little  effects  on  the  surface 
as  South  Africa.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  the  district  of  Natal 
and  the  city  of  Durban.  Buying  and  selling,  planning  and  building 
go  on  about  as  usual.  The  stores  along  the  principal  street  present 
nearly  the  same  appearance  as  in  pre-war  times,  although  the  mate- 
rials sold  are  hardly  as  good.  The  butcher  shops  are  filled  with  meats 
of  all  kinds,  and  the  groceries  show  the  usual  array  of  eatables. 
Eesidences  are  being  Jbuilt  throughout  the  city  as  never  before, 
and  the  Government  has  just  completed  a  $200,000  addition  to  its 
hospital.  Many  new  office  buildings,  storerooms,  garages,  and  hotels 
have  been  constructed. 

Eailroad  accommodation  was  limited  during  the  latter  part  of 
1917,  in  that  excursion  trains  were  stopped,  and  steamship  travel 
has  be^n  curtailed  considerably,  particularly  toward  European  ports. 

Increased  Production  of  Foodstuffs — Wattle-Extract  Factories. 

The  country  is  increasing  the  area  under  cultivation  and  the  vari- 
ety of  crops.  Departures  are  continually  being  made  by  the  farm- 
ing element  in  starting  new  lines  of  industry  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies 
occasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  certain  imports  of  foodstuffs.  New 
dairies  are  being  built  over  the  country,  and  cheese  and  butter  fac- 
tories are  multiplying  so  rapidly  that  South  Africa  will  soon  be 
independent  of  other  countries  for  these  commodities.  Several  bacon 
factories  that  have  been  organized  recently  for  the  curing  of  pork 
of  all  kinds  have  proved  good  investments  from  the  start. 

"Wattle-extract  factories  have  been  opened  up  for  the  purpose  of 
extracting  the  tannin  properties  of  the  wattle  bark  in  the  country  where 
the  tree  grows,  rather  than  sending  the  bark  in  bulk  to  other  coun- 
tries for  making  the  extract  there.  Several  firms  have  under  con- 
struction v^■ool-washing  plants,  equipped  partly  witli  American  ma- 
chinery. Space  will  be  saved  in  shipping  clean  wool  rather  than 
grease  wool  as  heretofore. 

other  Industries  of  the  District. 

A  fflass  factorv  has  recently  been  established  for  the  manufacture 
of  bottles  of  all  kinds.  Several  smelting  works  have  been  started  for 
the  manufacture  of  simpler  and  more  easily  made  castings.  Many 
recently  organized  shoe  factories  are  at  work,  and  one  in  the  cit}'  of 
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Pietermaritzburg  has  enough  orders  ahead  to  keep  it  busy  until  well 
along  in  1918.^  Soap  is  also  bcin^  turned  out  in  such  quantities  that 
foreign  supplies  can  almost  be  dispensed  with;  this  is  also  tlie  case 
with  furniture  making,  spring  and  mattress  making,  and  rope  mak- 
ing. A  company  is  being  organized  at  Pietermaritzburg  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  paper  out  of  the  Tambuti  grass,  which  is 
found  not  only  in  Natal  but  also  in  the  Transvaal  and  the  Portuguese 
Province  of  Mozambique.  The  proposal  to  locate  the  mill  at  Maritz- 
burg  combines  the  advantages  of  a  central  position  and  easy  access 
to  waterfalls  available  for  motive  force. 

Import  Statistics  for  1917  and  1916. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  import  of  merchandise 
into  Durban  for  the  past  two  years.  The  falling  off  in  the  import 
of  foodstuffs  is  striking : 


Articles. 


Aerated  waters 

Alo,  beer,  and  stout gallon?.. 

Animals,  live number. . 

Antifriction  grease pounds. . 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Assay  apparatus 

Bags  (not  leather  or  paper) number. . 

Baking  powder pounds. . 

Basket  ware  and  rattans 

Beads pounds. . 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

Binding  twine  and  harvest  yarn 

Biscuits pounds. . 

Brass  and  manufactures bundredv.  ciskt.. 

Brush  ware 

Butter  and  substitutes pounds. . 

Canvas  and  duck 

Carts,  carriages,  and  parts 

Cement pounds . . 

Cheese do  — 

Chicory  and  substitutes do  — 

Chocolato  and  cocoa,  imswectened do 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coflec: 

Ravr pounds. . 

Roasted,  ground,  or  mixed do  — 

CondLmcnts: 

Curry  powder do  — 

lyiustard do 

other do 

Coiifeclioncry do 

Com,  grain,  flour,  and  meal do  — 

Copper  and  manufactures hundredweight . . 

Cordage  and  rope do — 

Corks  and  bungs gross. . 

Cotton  manufaelurcs: 

Piece  goods 

Blankets,  rugs,  and  sheeting 

Shawls 

Hosiery  and  underwear 

Other 

Dripping  and  fats  for  food pounds . . 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and  apothecary  ware 

DyestuHs  and  tanning  substances 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Eggs pounds . . 

Electrical  material 

Enameled  ware 

Extracts  and  essences  for  food  and  flavoring 

Farinaceous  preparations pounds . . 

Felt 


191G 


Quantity. 


40, 739 

2,424 

3,222,484 


24, 690, 
190, 


170. 464 


376,019 

1,158 


1,012.S59 


21,934,960 
600,411 
.S78,644 
144,051 


Fish pounds. 

Fodder  and  forage do . . . 

Fruits: 

Fresh 

Dried  (including  nuts) poimds . 


0,387.488 
m,  790 

44,2,55 

106.111 

123,719 

2,459.293 

87,4C9;746 

1,239 

0,171 

283,093 


119,494 


164,933 


2,179,114 


2,539,338 
359,887 


2,018,261 


Value. 


?8, 890 

52, 777 

131,75.0 

126,310 

3, 156, Sll 

1,190,794 

64,935 

2,134,243 

69, 469 

29, 282 

36, 503 

98,  975 

22. 289 

70, 120 

99, 724 

133,342 

205, 2a3 

114,924 

56,2'i7 

100,362 

140, 145 

92, 546 

6-1, 9Z5 

73, 173 

619,578 

1.5;  S89 

14,, 563 
48,086 
12.001 

574,914 

2,407,944 

48,650 

149, 835 
02,072 

3, 100, 778 

915,60.5" 

83,918 

1,019,65-t 

1, 282, 566 

15, 140 

2,398,294 

41,682 

460,619 

33,929 

1,362,030 

170,370 

94,  KM 

201,063 

49, 575 

449,095 

10, 142 

18,541 
205,600 


1917 


Quantity. 


45,  .5.35 

783 

2, 614, 188 


26,351,942 
392, 258 

"'i44,'S72 


77,000 
209 


.<<06,9.55 


9,178,000 

90,261 

109, 768 

79. 742 


7,204,194 
20,015 

14,  .597 

53, 404 

376.603 

854;  383 

80,242,255 

513 

9,863 

287. 544 


63,954 


215,320 


1,293,885 


2, 032, 027 
332,780 


1,798,948 


Value. 


$12, 161 
80,190 
95.812 

133, 785 
2,199,969 

977, 1.30 

54,184 

2,624,572 

155, 514 
13, 913 
37, 384 
60,938 
'  95,. 340 
10,721 
67,820 

108,946 

214,111 

167, 865 
29,734 
53,376 
26,805 
17,870 
29,919 
37,487 

704, 187 
3,110 

5,4S0 

17,485 

36,231 

197,541 

2,515,293 

27.325 

176,824 

73,674 

3,975,468 

1,340,054 

123,380 

1,397,552 

1, 263, 275 

9,460 

1,525,312 

34,791 

321,646 

2.5,637 

709, 784 

80,069 

47,818 

121,473 

64,437 

370,998 

0,643 

4,657 
172, 118 
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Articles. 


1916 


Quantity. 


Fruit  juices 

Foot woar  (not  leather) pairs . . 

Furnilure  

(ilass  and  glassware 

GlycerLiie pounds. . 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hardwar(>  and  eullery 

Hats  and  caps dozen . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle pounds . . 

Sheep  and  goat do 

Other 

Hops hundredweight . . 

Hose,  conveying 

Implements,  agricultural 

India  rubber  and  manufactures,  including  tires 

Instruments: 

Mat  hematical  and  scientific 

Musical 

Surgical 

Other 

Iron  and  si  eel  manufactures  (except  machinery) 

Jute  and  hessian ". 

Lamp  ware 

Lard  and  substitutes pounds.. 

Lead: 

Bar,  pi^;,  and  sheet hundredweight.. 

Pipes  and  piping do.. 

Foil  and  acetate do 

Leather  and  leather  manufactures: 

Boots  and  shoes pairs.. 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Manufactures  n.  c.  s 

Unmanufactured  leather pounds. . 

Linen  manafactures 

Machinery  and  parts  (except  Jocomotivo) 

Man;u-es  and  fertilizers pounds. . 

Meats do 

Milk  or  cream,  condensed do 

Motor  cars  and  parts  (e.xccpt  tires) 

Motor  cycles  and  parts 

Nitrates hundredweight. . 

Oilman's  stores 

Oil  seeds,  nuts,  and  beans pounds. . 

Oils gallons. . 

Oil,  salad do 

Prints  and  printers'  goods 

Paper: 

Wall 

Printing 

Wrapping 

Bags 

Perfumed  spirits gallons. . 

Perfumery  and  toilet  preparations 

Phonographs  and  accessories 

Photographic  material 

Pickles  and  sauces pounds.. 

Plate,  silver,  and  plated  ware 

Printers'  and  bookbinders'  materials  n.  e.  s 

Quicksilver pounds. . 

Rails,  light,  for  industrial  purposes 

Railway  material 

Rice,  inchiding  paddy pounds . . 

Saddlers'  and  shoemakers'  materials 

Salt pounds . . 

Seeds do  — 

Sheep  and  cattle  dip 

Ship-chandlers'  stores 

Silk  manufactures 

Soap pounds . . 

Solder hundredweight . 

Spices pounds . 

Spirits,  potable gallons. 

Sporting  goods 

Stationery  and  books 

Stones,  including  marble 

Sugar pounds . 

Sugar  products do . . . 

Sulphur: 

Rock hundredweight . 

Flowers  of 


123, 5S8 


6,884,628 


73,491 

530,414 
4,013 


1,9  jo 


211,275 

9,657 
2,211 
1,463 

927, 053 


214, 103 


11,988,986 

1,401,907 
3,632,689 


416, 146 


5,220,325 
5S0, 029 


4,378 


606, 109 


177, 796 


47, 442, 929 


5,  IDS,  125 
600, 249 


2, 315, 488 

1,182 

559,  244 

374,617 


103, 164 
1, 137, 052 

418, 977 
44, 620 


Value. 


1917 


$30,971 
50,943 

869, 512 

674,147 
1,332,034 
1,525,658 
3,4-12,035 

382, 507 

71,046 
691 

2,214 

50,461 

132,773 

1,0S7,413 

508, 905 

7,782 

183,954 

9,208 

10,687 

2,902,648 

90, 853 

174, 746 

58,724 

76,400 
19,344 
15, 724 

1,362,323 

15, 738 

91,393 

119,526 

60, 524 

5,086,237 

111,822 

369, 348 

460, 780 

1,079,482 

424, 456 

908,  .858 

482,314 

153, 256 

1, 993, 391 

174, 946 

592,642 

51, 030 
448, 127 
462,819 
128, 734 

63, 309 
180, 615 

15, 597 

16, 337 
114, 208 
129, 921 
113, 915 
185,  784 
168, 303 

71, 922 
1, 155, 473 

54;  578 

39, 667 

69, 786 
114,085 

10, 989 
337, 969 
214,072 

26, 975 

70. 044 
1, 057,  .505 

74, 092 
1,041,874 

14, 000 
8,117 

54, 155 

108, 460 
88, 186 


Quantity. 


70,836 


.5,984,065 

""'33,' 497 

396,021 
65, 107 


1,894 


97, 691 

3,244 

433 

2,e07 

421,976 


137,171 


2, 558, 207 

416,952 

4, 619, 248 


477,409 


4, 670, 575 

6, 797, 473 

221,922 


5,082 


350, 052 


97,741 


48, 754, 129 


2, 164, 163 
400, 754 


1, 151,  288 

827 

840, 171 

267, 538 


166,692 
729, 317 

275, 715 
16, 028 


Value. 


$36, 538 
.36, 148 

555, 822 

435, 839 
1,261,6.50 

944,865 
2,281,853 

214,141 

56,880 

20, 726 

2,. 365 

62,238 

109,423 

1,567,772 

398,873 

10,8,57 

152,348 

12, 7.55 

8, 701 

2,360,564 

311,125 

76,375 

24, 133 

30,377 

4,. 341 

33, 555 

709. 993 
21.495 
71,898 

113, 735 
49,516 

4, 129, 089 

50, 071 

121, 156 

778, 1&3 

1,461,298 
222, 229 

1,189,893 
409,579 
111,419 

2,325,321 
184,591 
405,253 

26, 921 

468. 994 
301,514 
140,944 

83, 066 

209, 0.55 

14, 298 

18, 863 

73, 144 

75, 669 

119,356 

129, 702 

62, 204 

51, 057 

1, 227, 930 

44, 129 

24, 634 

60, 753 

88, 619 

10, 385 

290, 895 

1.59, 120 

16, 989 

148,  253 

990, 605 

56, 573 

777, 637 

13, 728 

11,8.56 

35, 803 

212,875 
37, 740 
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Articles. 


SiirKicnl  and  dental  appliances 

Talfow  and  grease pounds . 

Tapioca  and  sago do. . . 

Tar,  etc do . . . 

Tea do... 

Telegraph  and  telephone  material 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tin  and  t  inware hundredweight . 

Tobacco  manufactures: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes pounds . 

Other do . . . 

Tobacconists'  wares 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Tramway  material 

Vegetables pounds . 

Vehicles  n.  e.  s 

Vinegar gallons. 

Wax,  paraffin  and  stearin pounds. 

Wines gallons. 

Wood  and  timber: 

Unmanufactured cubic  feet. 

Manufactured 

Woolen  manufactures 

Zinc  and  zinc  ware hundredweight. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Government  stores. 
Specie 


Grand  total . 


1916 


Quantity. 


2, 356, 151 

359, 636 

fl,  597, 556 

2, 028, 728 


642 

77,816 
22,221 


709,041 


43, 7S5 

12, 302,  S93 

29,181 

22,043 
3, 170, 545 


82, 031 


Value. 


S106. 445 

227, 970 

17, 359 

66,453 

408,922 

31,315 

28, 889 

155, 168 

174, 0.J0 
10, 492 
70, 705 

249, 33G 
40, 392 
43, 034 
73, 442 
38, 767 

G68, 725 

119,594 

1, 393, 902 
934, 144 
977,291 

1,583,994 

887, 683 


67,015,053 


3,041,972 
221,850 


70, 278, 880 


1917 


Quantity. 


322,813 

499, 730 

3, 904, 298 

1, 897, 762 


1,664 

63,076 
21, 851 


147,906 


20,091 

8, 847, 081 

24,100 

2,483,593 


18, 433 


Value. 


$79,801 
31,700 
30,922 
52,018 

350,685 
25, 617 
14,843 

184, 333 

154, 594 
12,293 
74,511 

155,032 
21,033 
13, 101 
36,479 
20,775 

646,422 
98,376 

1, 286, 143 

1,010,212 

1,061,773 

293,465 

938,014 


58,631,301 


3,384,558 
5,330,088 


67,345,947 


Share  of  Each  Countiy  in  Import  Trade. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  for  the  port  of  Durban  for  1016 
(not  including  Government  stores  and  specie)  were  valued  at 
$87,500.30-1,  and  the  total  trade  for  1917  amounted  to  $88,581,533, 
an  increase  of  $1,021,229.  Impoi-ts  in_1917  amounted  to  $58,631,301 
and  exports  to  $29,950,232.  A  comparison  of  this  import  and  export 
trade  for  the  two  years  shows  the  interesting  fact  that  there  was  a 
decrease  of  $8,398,364  in  imports  in  1917  and  an  increase  of  $9,419,593 
in  the  exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  merchandise  into  Durban, 
by  countries  of  origin,  for  the  past  tAvo  years  : 


Coimtries. 


Argentina 

Bntish  Empire 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Chile 

China 

Cuba 

Denmark 

France  and  possessions . . 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands  and  posses- 
sions  


1910 


$10, 551 
47,415,994 

48,028 
553,291 
923,506 
300,419 

49,619 

213,533 

979,452 

389, 209 

1,306,753 

1,384,208 


1917 


$161, 222 

38,741,345 

21, 739 

564,558 

1,112,214 

192,139 

4S,  718 

73, 703 

701, 809 

226, 083 

1,961,560 

1,065,486 


Coimtri?s. 


Norway 

I'ortngal  and  possessions. . 

Russia 

Siam 

Spain  (including  Canary 

Islands) 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1916 


$477,618 

164, 620 

227, 499 

79, 562 

331, 326 
2, 129, 469 

392,775 

9,475,368 

156, 233 


67,015,058 


1917 


$495,852 

188,991 

9,801 

23,335 

115,696 

2,113,020 

271,293 

10,412,208 

40,529 


58,631,301 


From  the  British  Empire  there  were  imports  in  1916  to  the  value 
of  $47,415,994,  while  for  1917  the  imports  fell  off  to  $38,741,345.  A 
decided  decrease  in  imports  for  this  port  is  also  shown  in  the  returns 
from  Belgium,  France  and  dominions,  Russia,  Spain,  Denmark, 
Netherlands,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  all  being  directly  affected  by 
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the  war.  An  increase  is  shown  froiji  Argentina,  Brazil,  Japan,  Nor- 
way, JPortngal  and  possessions,  and  the  United  States.  The  coun- 
tries of  Argentina,  Japan^  and  the  United  States  show  the  greatest 
increase:  Argentina,  however,  shows  an  increase  in  raw  products, 
principally  grain,  while  the  largest  increase  from  Japan  and  the 
United  States  is  in  manufactured  articles.  In  191G  there  was  im- 
IDorted  from  Japan  through  the  port  of  Durban  articles  to  the  value 
of  $1,300,753,  while  for  1917  the  figures  are  $1,961,560,  a  gain  of  more 
tiian  $600,000.  It  must  be  remembered  that  Japan's  trade  with  South 
Africa  practically  was  negligible  before  the  war;  now  the  trade  of 
that  country  with  South  Africa  may  be  counted  on  to  increase 
indefinitel3^ 

Declared  Exports  to  TTnited  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  exports  from  Durban  to 
the  United  States  for  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


1916 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity.        Value, 


Asbestos pounds. . 

Bark: 

Manjrrove tons. . 

Wattle do.... 

Cloves pounds. . 

Chilies do 

Ebonj'-wood  stems stems. . 

Extract,  wattle poimds. . 

Fertilizer tons. . 

Fiber,  hemp pounds. . 

Gum  copal do 

Hides,  dried do 

Horns pairs. . 

Mica,  samples poimds. . 

Mohair do 

Ore,  corundum do 

Raffia tons.. 

SMns,  dried: 

Goat pounds. . 

Sheep do 

Wool: 

Unwashed do 

Scoured do 

All  other  articles 


288 
9,334 


S46, 159 
260, 254 


Total. 


2,487 


312,993 


70,495 


206,572 


54 

124,903 
252,136 

4,955,717 
32,209 


65,570 

8,' 774' 

21,786 
37,552 

1,042,494 

12,828 


1,568,447 


1,254,199 


S98,412 


2,875 

221,230 

3,500 

674 

10,473 

4 

445,564 

140 

66,2.36 

77,500 

2,340 

225,325 

110,739 


146,755 

68,068 

762 

1,363 

1,251 

1,498 

63,995 

12 

23,946 

20,624 

1,406 

85,077 

6,. 328 


47,681 
390,525 

10,508,897 
459,927 


21,415 
133, 109 

3,836,957 

377,753 

2,980 


4,891,720 


American  trade  with  South  Africa  shows  gratifying  results  both 
as  to  the  imports  and  exports.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1916  amounted  to  $9,475,368,  and  for  1917  they  amounted 
to  $10,412,208,  an  increase  of  almost  $1,000,000  for  this  "port  alone. 
The  1916  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  declared  at  this  consulate, 
amounted  to  $1,568,447,  while  those  for  1917  amounted  to  $4,891,720, 
a  gain  of  more  than  $3,300,000.  This  increased  trade  has  been  caused 
to  a  great  extent  by  the  necessities  arising  from  the  v^ar,  and  the 
permanence  of  the  trade  will  be  tested  Vvhen  Great  Britain  and  other 
European  countries  shall  renew  their  commercial  activities. 

An  opportunity  to  increase  their  trade  with  South  Africa  is  now 
oifered  American  manufacturing  industries,  as  they  are  so  far  the 
only  ones  that  can  in  any  degree  supply  what  is  waiivcd  in  this  coun- 
try. Among  the  articles  of  American  manufacture  that  may  be 
considered  as  firmly  established  in  this  market  and  that  will  likely 
hold  their  own  later  may  be  mentioned  motor  cars  and  motor  sup- 
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plies,  motor  cycles,  pneumatic  tires,  typewriters,  cash  registers,  sew- 
ing machines,  cameras,  films  and  photographic  supplies,  agricultural 
machinery,  toilet  articles,  breakfast  foods,  aluminum  ware,  hard- 
ware, druggists'  sundries  and  proprietary  articles,  better  grades  of 
men's  hats  and  collars,  footwear,  toys,  canned  and  tinned  goods, 
chewing  gum,  motion-picture  films,  talking  machines  and  records, 
corsets,  fine  hosiery,  fountain  pens,  and  clocks  and  cheap  watches. 
Export  Trade  With  All  Countries. 

Exports  from  Durban  to  all  countries  in  1017  show  an  increase  of 
more  than  $9,000,000  in  value  compared  with  1916.  The  more  im- 
portant articles  exjiorted  in  the  two  years  were : 


Articles. 


Animals,  li  vc number . 

Asbestos,  raw pounds. 

Bark,  extract  from do. . . 

Bark do... 

]ilasting  compoiuids do. . . 

Candles do. . . 

Coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel tons. 

Copper  ore  and  re;2;ulus long  tons. 

Corn,  grain,  flour,  and  meal pounds. 

Cotton,  raw ; do... 

Fodder  and  lora,::;e do. . . 

Fish,  dried  and  preserved do... 

Fruit,  fresh,  including  Huts do. . . 

Hair,  Angora do . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Ox  and  co'a' do. . . 

Goat do . . . 

Sheep do. . . 

Horns,  ox  and  cow do... 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Oil,  whale gallons. 

Soap pounds . 

Spirits: 

Potable gallons . 

Other do . . . 

Sugar pounds. 

Sirup  and  molasses do... 

Tin tons. 

Tobacco pounds . 

^'chicles 

Wool: 

Scoured pounds. 

Unwashed do. . . 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Articles  in  bond 

Duty  paid  on  articles  through  the  post . 

Specie 


Grand  total. 


1916 


Quantity. 


82 


982, 454 

113,250,651 

7, 99!),  592 

152, 994 

159,016 

I4S 

189, 300, 222 

93,598 

7, 769, 370 

172, 705 

7,571 

668, 490 

8,827,045 

801,823 

4,951,062 

65, 405 


663, 862 
369, 932 

299, S71 
^  2,037 
720,855 
8,534,014 
1,543 
216, 569 


7.58, 194 
33, 150, 830 


Value. 


$6,507 


72, 657 

1,231,897 

1,922,022 

15, 486 

5.50, 139 

10,  (SS 

2, 338, 782 

17,304 

96, S69 

20, 624 

13, 889 

169, 617 

1,528,971 

177,645 

748, 375 

3,470 

3,402 

192,913 

27, 788 

104, 621 

1,801 

37, 053 

131,816 

653, 595 

42,299 

7,426 

319,122 
7, 686, 078 
2, 394, 1.33 


1917 


Quantity. 


283 

'2,31.3,968 

2, 7.S4, 188 

92, 269,  .534 

8, 908, 073 

140, 624 

114,6.55 


46, 673 
6, 699, 258 


307, 247 

9, 820, 734 
873,917 

3,941,858 
278,771 


141,8.53 
789,651 


168, 882 


70, 992 


1,018,085 
30,516,769 


20, 530, 639 
335, 954 

1, 109, 737 

314,955 


Value. 


S16,201 

103, 768 

240, 9S9 

1.086,947 

2, 255, 1.80 

22,420 

525, 149 


19, 20S 
141,338 


99, 768 

2, 032, 820 

301,148 

932, 548 

17,164 

7,154 

58, 797 

70, 156 


71,299 


33, 340 
8,794 

6.55, 917 
10, 246, 352 
11,003,775 


29, 950, 232 

622, 240 

948, 568 

113,263 

39, 959 


22,291,285 


31,674,262 


Figures  of  the  exports  of  articles  of  food  and  drink  are  not  given 
for  1917.  These  will  not  be  published  until  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties. 

Increased  Cost  of  Living. 

In  this  country,  where  practically  everything  in  the  manufactured 
line  is  imported,  the  cost  of  commodities  of  all  kinds  has  been  stead- 
ily going  up  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  trade  has  to  bear 
not  only  the  increased  cost  of  articles  at  their  place  of  manufacture, 
but  also  the  increase  in  freight  rates  and  Avar-risk  insurance.  The 
increase  in  the  prices  of  commodities  extends  not  only  to  what  is 
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imported,  but  also  to  local  products  and  articles  of  local  manufacture 
an(,l  to  rent  and  wages  generall5^ 

xit  the  outbreak  of  the  war  American  shoes  were  retailing  for 
about  $5  to  $10  for  the  best;  now  the  cheaper  American  shoes  are 
hardly  to  be  found  in  the  market,  and  the  better  grade  of  such  shoes 
are  selling  at  $14  to  $18.  Clothing  that  several  years  ago  cost  from 
$17.50  to  $22.50  in  a  tailor  shop  now  costs  about  double  the  former 
price,  and  it  is  said  that  the  materials  that  go  into  the  suits  have 
deteriorated  in  quality  as  the  price  has  increased.  A  few  years  ago 
gasoline  cost  less  than  $0.50  a  gallon  but  it  now  sells  at  more  than 
$1  a  gallon,  j^urchases  being  limited  to  not  more  than  5  gallons.  Be- 
low will  be  found  a  statement  taken  from  the  Government  Gazette 
of  January  11,  1918,  giving  a  return  of  the  price  of  foodstuffs  in  the 
various  centers  in  the  Union  for  the  month  of  December,  191T,  show- 
ing the  percentage  of  increase  in  total  price  of  various  articles  of  con- 
sumption, excluding  house  rent :  Cape  Town,  38.88 ;  Port  Elizabeth, 
39.6T;  East  London,  41.09;  Kimberley,  32.91 ;  Pretoria,  39.13;  Johan- 
nesburg, 35.59;  Pietermaritzburg,  50.03;  Durban,  45.43;  and  Bloem- 
fontein,  41.38.  These  figures  were  prepared  by  a  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  which  makes  occasional  statements  of 
the  increases  as  the  war  progresses. 

Shipping  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  en- 
tering and  clearing  at  Durban  for  191G  and  1917  and  the  tonnage  of 
cargo  landed  or  shipped: 


Number  of  vessels. 

Net  regis 

tcred  ton- 

Tonnage  of  cargo. 

Year 

AVith  cargo. 

In  ballast. 

Total. 

nagu. 

Coast- 
wise. 

Oversea. 

Coast- 
wise 

Coast- 
wise. 

Over- 
sea. 

Coast- 
wise. 

Over- 
sea. 

Oversea. 

ENTERED. 
1917 

423 
442 

550 
SCO 

656 
861 

518 
738 

12 

53 

7 
4 

35 
33 

46 
74 

1,126 
1,389 

1,121 
1,376 

1,216,803 
1,291,983 

1,679,099 
1,013,147 

2, 242, 054 
2,824,636 

1,838,660 
2,418,3.55 

28,381 
35, 860 

84,099 
109,587 

579  366 

1916 

681, 243 

CLEARED. 
1917 

1,874,634 
1  900  136 

1916 
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